
Swift River Gold Pan ning Area
Town:  By ron, Ox ford County
Base map:  Roxbury and Ellis Pond 7.5’ quad ran gles
Con tour in ter val:  20 feet

Type of de posit:  Placer (in stream gravel).

Col lect ing sta tus:  Open for gold pan ning.  The land in this
area is owned by Boise Cas cade Corp., whose per mis sion is re -
quired.  Con tact:  Tim ber lands Man ager, Boise Cas cade Cor po -
ra tion, Rumford, Maine 04276 (207-364-4521).  Dis tur bance of
the river bank is not al lowed.  No State per mit is re quired for gold 
pan ning, use of suc tion dredges with a hose di am e ter of 4 inches
or less, or sluices of less than 10 square feet.  Larger-scale op er a -
tions re quire a per mit from the Maine De part ment of
Environmental Protection.

Min er als ob served:  gold and other heavy min er als as so ci -
ated with placer de pos its (almandine gar net, bi o tite, mag ne tite,
schee lite, staurolite, etc.).

Com ments:  High est gold con cen tra tions re port edly oc cur
down stream from park ing area.  Gold from this area was used in
mak ing the chain for a tour ma line neck lace which was pre sented
to the State by the Maine Re tail Jew el ers’ As so ci a tion.  A cir cu -
lar on gold in Maine is avail able from the Maine Geo log i cal Sur -
vey.  There is much in ter est ing in for ma tion in a book ti tled “The
Next Bend in the River:  Gold Mining in Maine” (Stevens,
1989).

Di rec tions:  Driv ing:  From Coos Can yon pic nic area on Rte.
17 in By ron, drive 1.65 miles north and east on By ron Road (to -
ward By ron Notch and Tum ble down Mtn.).  Turn left onto un -
paved road.  Take right fork and cross East Branch Swift River.
Park on left or right just af ter cross ing bridge.


